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What the 2014 Farm Bill means for ASHS members:  
 
 
2014 promises to be a banner year for specialty crop research!   
All program items ASHS advocated for in this new farm bill, plus 
appropriations for Fiscal Year 2014, are included and funded!   
This highlights the effectiveness of our advocacy efforts, as well as 
collaborative initiatives with other horticulture groups.  As a result, 
these numbers clearly reflect Congress’ recognition of research’s 
invaluable role for U.S. agriculture and our entire economy.  
 
--FOOD SECURITY  =  NATIONAL SECURITY!   
 
--A WIN FOR HORTICULTURE RESEARCH IS A WIN FOR ASHS! 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Funding levels for programs of importance to ASHS include:     
 
--Specialty Crop Research Initiative (SCRI) will receive $275M 
over five years with budget protection beyond FY2018. (2008 Farm 
Bill provided for $230M over 5 years) 
 
    SCRI’s five-year breakdown: $50M for FYs 14-15 
         $55M for FYs 16-17 
         $65M for FY 18 
 
--For SCRI, the new farm bill provides an additional $125M 
authorization for five years solely for an “Emergency Citrus Disease 
Research & Extension Program”.  This additional funding will NOT be 
taken out of the original $275M allocated for other specialty crop 
research projects.  
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--Agriculture & Food Research Initiative (AFRI) gets $316M for 
FY2014, a big $52M increase from two years ago.   
 
--The Organic Agriculture Research & Education Initiative (OREI)  
   retains its funding level at $100M over five years.....$20M each 
year.  
   
 
-- The Beginning Farmers / Ranchers Development Program also  
   has $100M total over five years -- $20M/yr. for FYs 14-18. 
 
 --ASHS is a major supporter of The National Clean Plant Network  
   program.  It retains an annual base funding level of $5M/yr.,  
   allowing for additional annual funds if permitted by the USDA  
   Secretary.  Clean Plant Network’s budget is now merged with Plant 

Pest & Disease Management.   
_______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Formula / Extension Research: 
 
--Those crucial land-grant funding programs get a boost for FY14: 
 
 Hatch gets $244M....an $8M increase from 2012 
 Smith-Lever Extension gets $300M....a $6M increase from 2012 
 
 Evans-Allen (1890) schools get $52.4M...a $1.5M increase from 
 2012 Extension for 1890 schools get $44M...a $1.3M increase 
 
--The Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education Program 
   (SARE) gets almost $23M for FY14, an $8.2M increase with a    
 combined research and extension budget. 
 
Another farm bill provision ASHS supported is: 
 
The Foundation for Food & Agriculture Research: 
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A NIFA program providing tax incentives for private sector 
contributions to competitive research grants funded by USDA. 
Program funding total is $200M, which will cover the entire period of 
this new farm bill -- FY14-18. 
 
SCRI Dual Panel Review Arrangement / Matching Waivers: 
 
The new farm bill ushers in a dual panel grant review process for 
SCRI.  This allows greater collaborative review procedures among 
research scientists, specialty crop industries, and other stakeholders.  
ASHS was instrumental getting language inserted in the farm bill’s 
Research Title stipulating relevance review panels first, followed by 
scientific merit review panels.    
 
!"#$%&#'()*#+,-.#/0112#3&4$5#6)'7#8#9:"8+&;&-,1#<,$4%0"=2#
!
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<)0'.+!,'1$)!*$).0/'!*&4$)$1!905+!-,.!$=$62.+!<)0'.+!050)1$1!.&!0!)$+$0)*#!0<$'*>!
&(!.#$!?@AB!0'1!$'././$+C!/'*9,1/'<!.#$/)!20).'$)+C!.#0.!0)$!$9/</-9$!.&!)$*$/4$!
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B14/+&)>!H&0)1!#0+!1$.$)6/'$1!/+!0!'0./&'09!2)/&)/.>!+2$*/(/*!.&!0!+.0.,.&)>!2,)2&+$!
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!
We are hoping this means matching fund waivers for land-grant 
colleges.  
!
!
 
(
(
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New Institutions in 2014: 
• %BEBAB!

A09#&,+/$!?'/4$)+/.>!_!A$20).6$'.!&(!G'</'$$)/'<!
• ?@B!!

%#$'0!3&.!@2)/'<+!F$+&).!
W@#&).7*&6!XX%!
3&).!B6$)/*0+!XX%!
/WFI`!Y'1,*./&'!X/<#./'<!
XYa%IF!H/&+*/$'*$+!
Z#/9/2+!X/<#./'<!
@>'<$'.0!H/&.$*#'&9&<>!Y'*7!
?'/4$)+/.>!&(!E$5!3062+#/)$!_!A$20).6$'.!&(!H/&9&</*09!@*/$'*$+!

!
Of Special Note – The passing of L. Art Spomer – July 25, 2013 
Founding Member of NCR-101 Committee & Emeritus Professor 
University of Illinois - Department of Natural Resources and Environmental 
Sciences  
!
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